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Good luck to all competitors in the national series for 2006.

Here we are at the start of a new season, and the long winter recess is over and the serious business of national racing begins once again, there was a lot of controversy at this meeting last year and there has been a lot of hype previous to this one, the good news from the meeting was that’s all it was hype! as this was one of the most enjoyable national meetings in a while, everyone had a smile on their faces all day, the meeting was well run and the racing was top class as you would expect at a national meeting, there was some hard racing, but all was conducted in the appropriate manner.

As we start this years national series we still have a few clubs to arrange their national dates, we already know that the Urmston club are not holding a national meeting this year, as Alan Crossland has decided to have a years rest from organising of a national meeting at his club, with that in mind we are still expecting something like seven rounds, and the usual format for the championship will be half plus one, so if there are seven rounds the best five will count towards the championship, providing you have done five of them!

Today’s meeting has attracted forty one racers from far and wide, it should have been forty two as Ryan Cattell had booked in to race then found-out that he had a clashing date and was unable to make it to the meeting, the numbers are down on previous years although forty one is still a good turn out, this gave us seven heats each round, the usual format of the best three from four will count towards the qualifying total, with the top seven going straight through to the final and the next eight racers will contest a consolation race with the winner going into the final, regardless of how many laps each heat is won by a win is worth ten national points, the maximum score that anyone can achieve is three heat wins – thirty points as only the best three count, by winning the final you can score sixty six points, and if you also achieve the FTQ during the heats another national point can be added to the total, add all of these together and a maximum points haul of one hundred can be achieved.

When I arrived at the hall the Hathern club members were hard at work setting up the track and tables in the pit area, without these type of people these meetings would not be possible, so on behalf of us that were there to race thank you for all of your effort, along with the Hathern members there is also the BRCA officials that also put a lot into these meetings, more so the official scrutineers Brandon Snell and Paul Brooks who have a tremendous work load throughout the day, once again things seemed to run smoothly as all of the cars were checked prior to their first race, and I don’t think there were any major problems with any of the cars throughout the day, well done to you all on your car preparation, this makes the day slightly easier for the scrutineers. 

Round One.
Heat one saw a good start to the days racing, as the result of heat one was decided by a split time after Anthony Wyper and Stephen Farmer had both recorded 92 laps, the win went to Stephen Farmer by 0.53 of a second, incredibly the third and fourth places were also separated by a split time after Allan Inness and Roy Calver had both finished the race with 87 laps, the computer showed Allan to be ahead of Roy by 1.52 seconds, and Miklos Szabados was a non starter in this heat. Heat two was won by Mark Cooper with 91 laps from the current Ladies points champion Angela Yarwood in second place with 88, Rugby racer Pete Clark took third place with 86 from Gary Osbourne who was a further lap behind Pete, we had another non starter in this race this was due to Kayleigh Coopers crystals not working. Heat three was won by the current National Points Champion Ben Harding his winning lap score was 90 he was chased by Jon Cutts who finished in second place with 86, and Alan Greig was a creditable third with 78. Heat four was won by the current British Open Champion Paul Jenkinson with 88 laps, behind him in second place with 85 was Chris Blower and then it was a fine third place for the Hathern youngster Danielle Chadbourne who finished the heat with 81. Heat five saw yet another race that was decided by a split time as both Phil Chadbourne and Alastair Needham crossed the finish line with 92 laps, the computer showed Alastair to be ahead by 0.43 of a second, third place went to Jonathan Goodacre with 89 and Derek Cayzer was showing promise with his Diamond type of race car as he finished with 85 laps in fourth place. 

Heat six appeared to be an easy win for Alan Bellis with 88 laps from a distant Carl Baker in second place with 78, third and fourth places were decided by a split time after Nicholas Cooper and Thomas Collins had both recorded 76 laps, Thomas took third place by 1.31 seconds. Heat seven the last of the round was won by the reigning World Champion Ian Johnson on his home track, his winning lap score was 89, James Blower took second place with 81 then we had two pairs of racers finishing on the same lap, in the third and fourth places we had Peter Ayriss and Martin Riley with 79 laps and finishing in fifth and sixth positions were Darren Grace and Chris Flynn with 76 laps.

Round Two.

Heat one of round two saw Mark Cooper collect his second heat win with his second lap score of 91 laps, coming home in second place once again was Angela Yarwood with 86 followed by Roy Calver with 83 in third place. Heat two was a very good race with a lot of racers being equal on terms of performance; we only had five racers as Miklos Szabados was a non-starter, the heat was won with 91 laps by Stephen Farmer but things were very close behind him for the minor places as second and third places were decided by a split time as was the fourth and fifth places, with 88 laps to their credit in second and third places were Jon Cutts and Stewart Smith in that order, and both Alex Wood and Pete Clarke had 86 laps again they were in that order at the finish of the race. Heat three by comparison was a lot busier race as there were seven cars, at the finish of the race we had a delighted Allan Inness collecting a national heat win with 82 laps ahead of Gary Osbourne with 78 and Chris Blower with 75 in third place. Heat four was won by the British Open champion Paul Jenkinson with 92 laps, he had Alastair Needham in close attention with 91 laps in second place, third and fourth places were separated by a split time as both Anthony Wyper and Phil Chadbourne finished with 88 laps Anthony was ahead by 2.27 seconds. Heat five was won with 84 laps by James Blower by a split time from Darren Grace as Darren was also on 84 laps at the finish but he was behind James by a narrow margin of 0.43 of a second, third and fourth places were also separated by a split time as both Jason Reed and Michael Fryett had recorded 82 laps with Michael securing third place by 0.96 of a second and just behind these four was Nicholas Cooper with 81 laps. Heat six was won by Ben Harding with 93 laps from Peter Ayriss with 91 and Martin Riley with 87 in third place. Heat seven was a very fast race as Ian Johnson took hold of the FTQ score with a flying 95 laps in first place, second place went to Alan Bellis with 92 followed by Carl Baker with 90 laps in third place, he was followed by Chris Flynn with 88 and Jonathan Goodacre with 86.

Round Three.

We had another very even race in heat one, the result could have gone to three or four of the racers that were in with a chance of taking the ten national points on offer for a heat win, at the finish of the race it was Jon Cutts with 86 laps that took the heat win from Danielle Chadbourne in second place with 84 laps which was just one lap ahead of Alex Wood in third place and Angela Yarwood was a further lap behind in fourth place with 82 laps, then we had both Gerry Fordham and Gary Osbourne finishing on the same lap of 81 in fifth and sixth places Gary was ahead of Gerry by 1.38 seconds. Heat two saw a different racer taking a heat win, this was achieved by Roy Calver with a winning lap score of 91 laps from Stewart Smith in second place with 90 laps and Pete Clark took third place with 83 laps with Alan Crossland in fourth with 80 laps. Heat three was a very fast race, at the finish of the race it was Mark Cooper collecting his third heat win with 94 laps, behind him we had a train of three racers all finishing the race with 91 laps, in order of crossing the finish line they were Anthony Wyper in second place, Phil Chadbourne was just 0.42 of a second behind Anthony and Derek Cayzer was a further 0.37 of a second behind Phil in fourth place, and Alan Greig took fifth place with 81 laps. Heat four was a busy race, this was shown by Ian Johnson’s winning lap score of just 84 laps, second place went to Darren Grace with 82 and Stephen Farmer finished the race with 81 laps in third place. Heat five was won by James Blower with 86 laps his second consecutive heat win, in second place with 82 laps was Alan Bellis and Pete Ayriss took third place with 78. Heat six was won by a split time after Jonathan Goodacre and Alastair Needham had both recorded 89 laps, Alastair took the win by 1.87 seconds, finishing behind these two in third place, was Carl Baker with 84 laps. Heat seven had Paul Jenkinson collecting his third heat win with 92 laps ahead of Ben Harding in second place with 90 laps, third and fourth places were separated by a split time after Allan Inness and Chris Flynn had recorded 85 laps, Allan was ahead by 2.47 seconds, and just behind these two was Martin Riley with 84 laps.

Round Four. 

The final round of qualifying had another racer adding his name to the list of heat winners in heat one, with a winning lap score of 90 laps Stewart Smith added his name to this distinguished list, Derek Cayzer secured second place with 88 laps and Gerry Fordham took third place with 83. Heat two also had a new heat winner, this time out it was Alex Wood with 86 laps that added his name to the list of heat winners, behind him came Jamie Burkett with 83 and Darren Grace with 82 laps in third place. Heat four was business resumed as Ian Johnson took another heat win, after his low score last time out he was back up to a respectable 94 laps, Stephen Farmer took second place with 89 laps ahead of both Angela Yarwood and Pete Ayriss with 86 laps, Pete was ahead of Angela at the finish by 2.09 seconds. Heat four was win number two for Roy Calver, this was achieved with a split time after Roy and Jonathan Goodacre had recorded 85 laps, Roy took the win by 1.38 seconds, Jon Cutts took third place with 82 laps and Danielle Chadbourne was just behind Jon with 81 laps in fourth place. Heat five was another race that saw a racer collecting his first heat win of the day’s racing, this was achieved by Anthony Wyper with 91 laps, behind him with a great result was Allan Inness with 89 laps and the previously unbeaten Mark Cooper finished in third place with 88 laps and Martin Riley was fourth with 84. Heat six had Paul Jenkinson collecting his fourth heat win with 93 laps he was ahead of Phil Chadbourn by one lap at the finish as Phil recorded 92 laps in second place and third place was taken by Michael Fryett with 85.

The final heat of the qualifying rounds heat seven was won by Alastair Needham with 86 laps this was his third heat win 

in the qualifying rounds, second place went to Ben Harding with 85 and both James Blower and Carl Baker finished the race with 84 laps in third and fourth places, Carl took third place by 3.52 seconds.  

The list of qualifiers for the consolation and final.

One thing was for sure, this was one of the closest set of lap score totals in a long time, the difference between the top qualifier for the final and the last qualifier in the consolation was just eighteen laps, and for the seven that had made it straight  into the final there were just six laps separating them, and to show how important each race of the qualifying rounds are, we had no less then four racers that were tied at the end of qualifying, two for the last place in the final and two for the final place in the consolation, so here is the list of qualifiers for the consolation and final along with their lap scores for each round and in the case of the last place for the consolation I will give you the deciding split time that separated the two racers,

Race
Name
Round 1
2
3
4
decider/split

Final
Ian Johnson
89
95
84
94

Final
Paul Jenkinson
88
92
92
93

Final
Mark Cooper
91
91
94
88

Final
Phil Chadbourne
92
88
91
92

Final
Anthony Wyper
92
88
91
91

Final
Ben Harding
90
93
90
85

Final
Alastair Needham
92
91
89
86
86

Consolation
Stephen Farmer
92
91
81
89
81

Consolation
Stewart Smith
46
88
90
90

Consolation
Derek Cayzer
85
50
91
88

Consolation
Jonathan Goodacre
89
86
89
85

Consolation
Roy Calver
87
83
91
85

Consolation
Alan Bellis
88
92
82
54

Consolation
Allan Inness
87
82
85
89

Consolation
Jon Cutts
86
88
86
82
split on 88 0.66

Heart break
Angela Yarwood
88
86
82
86
split on 88 1.36

All ties on qualifying are decided on the highest lap score then the next and so on, in the event of them being the same for two of the racers it then  goes to split times on the highest and so on down the lap scores should they be tied, and as you can see from the list Alastair Needham qualified for the final due to his fourth lowest lap score of 86 against Stephen Farmers lowest lap score of 81, as all of their three previous lap scores were the same, however the final place in the consolation had Jon Cutts and Angela Yarwood with identical heat lap scores, so the decider for who was in the consolation race and who wasn’t was decided by the split time on their highest lap score, this is where Jon won by a split time of 0.66 on his 88 against Angela’s split of 1.36 on her lap score of 88, so it just shows how you have to make every lap count and keep going until the buzzer goes for the end of each race.

The Consolation Race.

As one would expect at a meeting such as this, the standard of opposition would be hard and there were no disappointments in that department, we usually find there are some racers that you would expect to find in a final that are having an off day, and looking at the list of racers for this consolation you could say that this is true today, as we have a previous Hathern national winner in the line up, along with a former national points champion, and two or three of the qualifiers have featured in previous national finals, one thing for sure though, this was not an easy race to predict who the winner was going to be, and right near to the end of the race there were four racers all in with a chance of winning it, and right at the death of the race it was a relieved Roy Calver that crossed the finish line as the winner with 86 laps, just behind him in second place was Stephen Farmer with 85, and what might have been for Jon Cutts if he had had a bit more speed somehow he managed to finish in third place with 84 laps, and the unfortunate Stewart Smith who I believe was on the same lap as the leader when his crystal came loose and fell out of his receiver finished in fourth place with 83 laps, this was on a split time as Jonathan Goodacre also finished with 83 laps the difference shows how unlucky Stewart was his split time was 4.50.700 and Jonathan’s split was 5.01.010, an average lap was taking somewhere around 3.1 to 3.2 seconds so with another nine seconds Stewart would have done another 2 to 3 laps and possibly been in with a chance of winning, Allan Inness came home in sixth place with 82 followed by Allan Bellis with 81, and another racer cursed with bad luck was Derek Cayzer who retired from the race after completing 60 laps in a time of 3.54.040 I will leave the maths for you to work out on how well he was doing before he had to retire from the race. 

The Final.

Here we go the first national final of 2006, and if you thought the opposition was tough in the consolation race, just look at the line up for this final, the current World Champion comes in as the top qualifier with 278 laps, along-side of him on the front row of the grid is the current British Open Champion Paul Jenkinson with 277, starting on row two behind Ian is the current Scottish Open Champion Mark Cooper his qualifying total was 276, next onto the grid is Phil Chadbourn the winner of last years Hathern national final, moving back to row three of the grid the next qualifier is Anthony Wyper with 274 laps, he is a former British Open Champion, next to him on the grid is Ben Harding with 273, his list of titles include the National Points title for the last three years, and he is also the 2006 European Champion a title that he won last January, moving on to the back row of the grid lining up on the inside we have Alastair Needham with a qualifying total of 272, he is a former national winner, and he has held the National Banger Points title for the last two years, and the winner of the consolation race Roy Calver is a previous winner of the Hathern national.

All I can say about this final is it was a pleasure to be in it, as all of the racers were really going for it and they were also respecting the other racers that were in the final, there was some excellent bumper work being done just enough to move a car out of the way and go by with the minimum of fuss, and not a single complaint was heard, so the deserved winner of the final and taking his second Hathern national final on the trot was Phil Chadbourne with 93 laps, I guess he chose the right outside front tyre for the final! second place went to Ben Harding with 91 and Anthony Wyper took third with 89 laps, fourth place was taken by Mark Cooper with 87 and Alastair Needham was a lap behind Mark with 86 in fifth place, sixth and seventh places were separated by a split time after Paul Jenkinson and Roy Calver had both completed the race with 85 laps, the computer showed Roy to be ahead of Paul by 0.39 of a second, and the unlucky Ian Johnson finished in last place after loosing his outside front wheel, he had completed 79 laps in a time of 4.17.95, and if you take an average lap around the three seconds mark, Ian might have finished with something like 92 to 93 laps!

Here is a technical chart of what the finalists were using,

	Name
	F/Tyre

Inside
	F/Tyre

Outside
	R/Tyre

Inside
	R/Tyre

Outside
	Gear

Ratio
	Speed

Board
	Charger
	Car

Type
	Chassi
	Cells
	Club
	Grade
	Qualify


	Final

	Mark

Cooper
	Jap

40
	Jap

Soft
	Silver
	Pink
	12/50
	2 speed
	Pro

Trak
	Lecatt

2
	Anderton
	IB 3800
	Stoney

Stanton
	Red
	3
	4

	Alastair 

Needham
	Pink
	46 shore
	Pink
	Pink
	12/50
	2 speed
	Pro

Trak
	Baker
	Anderton
	3300
	Urmston
	Red
	7
	5

	Paul

Jenkinson
	SE
	44

shore
	SE
	Pink
	11/50
	2

speed
	Pro

Trak
	Baker
	Anderton
	3700
	Urmston
	Black

White 

Cheque
	2
	7

	Ben

Harding
	Jap

Med
	46

shore
	Pink
	Pink
	12/50
	3

speed
	Apex
	Skint
	Anderton
	2600
	Rugby
	Silver
	6
	2

	Ian

Johnson
	Pink
	50

shore
	SE
	Pink
	11/52
	2

speed
	Pro

Trak
	Bandit

Pro
	Mardave
	3700
	Hathern
	Gold
	1
	8

	Phil

Chadbourne
	SE
	TK
	SE
	Pink
	11/51
	2

speed
	LRP
	Bandit

Pro
	Mardave
	2000
	Hathern
	S/S
	4
	1

	Anthony

Wyper
	Yellow
	ORG
	SE
	Pink
	12/53
	2

speed
	Apex
	Bandit

Pro
	Mardave
	3000
	Urmston
	S/S
	5
	3

	Roy

Calver
	SE
	812
	Pink
	Pink
	11/53
	2

speed
	Pro

Trak
	Diamond

2
	Diamond

2
	3700
	WRCC
	Red
	8
	6


Looking at the chart you notice that there are a lot of new types of tyres being used, as there is now a vast choice to choose from, and to make things slightly easier most of the new tyres now have shore ratings instead of names, the newest of them are the 50 shore and 52 shore, another interesting thing from the chart is - the usual thing is to have the same type of tyre on the rear axle with varying amounts of stagger depending on the size of track, you will notice that most of the cars had different combinations of tyres on the rear axle, I can not offer an explanation here as to why, another interesting thing is the choice of cells or the capacity, not so long ago the 2000 was king, we now have cells rated at 3700 and even 3800 and soon there will be 4200 available, when I started racing around 20 years ago the maximum size of cell that was available was 1200 nicads as nimhs were not around, also the newer cells have a lower internal resistance and are producing a higher voltage, some cells are now up to 1.21 volts or more, and more volts and output from the cell’s equals more speed providing you can use it to effect without upsetting the handling of your car.

Grade awards from today’s meeting went to best White – Kayleigh Cooper, best Yellow – Danielle Chadbourne, best Blue – Pete Clarke, and the top Junior was Martin Riley and the concourse was won by Roy Calver. And Ian Johnson collected the extra national point for the FTQ of 95 laps in round two.

National Points.

One round gone and Ben Harding is top with 97, Mark Cooper is second with 96 and Phil Chadbourne is in third place with 95 points, also on 95 points are Anthony Wyper and Alastair Needham in fourth and fifth places, number six on the list is Paul Jenkinson and Ian Johnson slots in at number seven with 93, Roy Calver with 92 sits in the eighth slot followed by Stephen Farmer in ninth with 90 points and completing the top ten we have Jon Cutts with 88 points. 

Meeting report by Mark Cooper.
