  

  

Hear we are then Sunday morning at Menheniot Village Hall for round six, and what an excellent venue they have, nice and clean plenty of room, wheelchair access, kitchen facilities and the list goes on and on. I believe the club are going to make this their permanent home from October. Andy Wallace and his members have moved heaven and earth to make this national happen and must be congratulated on a job well done, with Andy producing a meeting program for the event, and finding sponsors for the meeting. As this was there first ever national they must be applauded on a job well done to Liskeard Club!

We have a few more drivers joining in today as some are down for a holiday and making the most of the speed weekend, and some arriving just for the national ( must have heard about the size of the trophies).

I believe it was on the advice of Geoff Needham that Andy constructed his track, which measures 10m – 4m  and implemented all the things needed to start his club. Geoff must be applauded on good advice here. A thought here, wouldn’t it be a good idea to put a package together, something like what to do to start you’re own club.

With information on health and safety and rules and regulations, and all the information needed when starting a new club from scratch, a list of clubs that race the appropriate formula and contact numbers, have we any volunteers for the job?

Now on to today’s racing with heat one round one.

A winning start for Karl Spencer on 93 laps continuing where he left off from Saturday  followed by Peter Ayriss on 87 improving his best score round the track by an impressive 7 laps and young Nicholas Cooper posting a good score of 66. Heat two and Andy Cattell posting an 89 lapper followed by Stuart Preston with 81 then came Alan Crossland and Andy Wallace on 77 with another impressive score by a youngster, this time it was Lauren Cattell going round in 59 laps (Ryan would be impressed) Heat three saw Gary McMullen just edging out Mark Cooper by one lap Gary finishing on 90 to Mark’s 89 then came Martin Nash on 79.Heat four and it’s Ben Harding setting the fastest time so far with 92 laps followed by David Smith on 88 then came Martin Cooper with 74 and Stefan Gill on 72.

A good opening round with some good racing and impressive scores by the youngsters, competition for the junior trophy with Ryan not racing due to his stay in the local hospital.

Round two.

Ben Harding winning heat one on 90 laps then came Andy Cattell on 78. Heat two saw Karl Spencer in front on 89 then came Alan Crossland’s 76. Heat three and this time it was David Smith just edging out Mark Cooper by one lap David on 90 to Mark’s 89 chased all the way by Peter Ayriss on 85, and Andy Wallace back on 77 in last place in this heat was Daniel McMullen but posting an impressive 74 laps. Heat four and Gary McMullen sets the fastest time so far of 94 laps setting a new track record in the process, then came Alastair Needham on 89 closely followed by Martin Cooper’s 87.

The pace hotting up this round, new track record by dad Gary and not to be outdone it   was Daniel McMullen the best of the juniors this time with that impressive 74 laps.

Round three and Gary Mcmullen wins again this time with 92 followed by Andy Cattell on 88 then came Martin Cooper on 81 and there again was young Daniel McMullen coming fourth on 68. Heat two won with 93 by Ben Harding and some way back in second was Bryn Finch on 80 closely followed by Peter Ayriss and Martin Nash both finishing on 79. Heat three saw David Smith winning with 90 from Alan Crossland on 83 then came Stuart Preston on 81. Heat four saw a titanic battle between Mark Cooper and Alastair Needham swapping places lap after lap but racing hard but cleanly with Mark just edging out Alastair by 0.280 of a second and both equalling the new track record of 94 laps, then came Steve McMullen on 83.

Round four and Mark Cooper wins heat one on 89 laps followed home by Alastair Needham with 84. Heat two won by Karl Spencer back to winning ways after problems in round three recording 92 and its Andy Cattell finishing second again on 86 from Martin Cooper’s 84 finishing last but with a good score of 57 in this heat was Lauren Cattell. Heat three and Gary scorched round to win with another 94 from Martin Nash on 80 then it was Tracy Cooper on 71 and another good score by young Nicholas Cooper finishing on 57. Ben Harding won the last heat of the day on 93 just edging out David Smith who finished with 92 and another good score by Daniel McMullen in fifth place on 67.

Another good round by the youngsters and Gary equalling the track record of 94 also  Karl getting the good score he needed to be sure of making the final.   

Consolation.
Top of the qualifiers with a total of 255 laps was Martin Cooper followed by Peter Ayriss on 252 third qualifier was Stuart Preston on 241 then it was Alan Crossland with 239 then came local racer Martin Nash on 238 sixth was Bryn Finch next was Tracy Cooper with 222 eighth and last qualifier was Stefan Gill on 220 laps.

And we had another race that went all the way to the last lap with four in contention for the win and one place in the final, at the end it was Peter Ayriss crossing the line to win on 79 laps just beating Alan Crossland and Martin Cooper both finishing just one lap down on Peter and just one lap behind these two was Martin Nash fifth across the line was Tracy Cooper on 73 laps Stefan finished sixth with 67 then it was Stuart Preston on 65 and Bryn Finch retiring with 25 laps.

The grand final.

Top of the qualifiers was Gary McMullen with an impressive total of 280 laps, remember he set a new track record of 94 and equalled it later. Second qualifier was Ben Harding on 278 third was Karl Spencer with 274 fourth was Mark Cooper on 272 as was David Smith, sixth was Alistair Needham with 267 seventh was Andy Cattell on 263 and Peter Ayriss made up the final by winning the consolation.

There was some good racing and some tactical racing going on with the national points championship in mind for some of the racers but this did not spoil the race. At the end it was a good win for Karl Spencer who sneaked away to win on 91 laps, unusual that for the stockcar’s, second place went to Ben Harding with 88 then it was Mark Cooper and Andy Cattell together on 86 Mark with the better split time of 0.620, just behind these two was David Smith on 85 as was Gary McMullen again David had the better split time, one lap behind these two was Alistair finishing on 84, and consolation winner Peter came last on 79 laps. Interesting comment after the race came from Andy Cattell with (had to concentrate really hard then, blimey I am worn out or words to that effect I am really pleased with that, blimey is that all you beat me by!)

After six rounds the national points top ten now looks like this, but remember these totals are without the drop scores as it’s five to count from seven rounds.

1.   Gary McMullen            573

2.   Mark Cooper                565

3.   David Smith                 561

4.   Andy Cattell                 517

5.   Ben Harding                 478

6.   Ryan Cattell                 457

7.   Martin Cooper             412

8.   Karl Spencer                380

9.   Phil Chadbourn            344

10. Paul Jenkinson             331

Grade awards went to best white Nicholas Cooper. Best yellow Tracy Cooper. Best Blue Steve McMullen. And best junior went to Lauren Cattell.

Andy Wallace would like to pass on his appreciation to a few sponsors, who helped make it a special event, in no particular order they read,

The Roseland Group.

Hot Rods Southwest 62.

Bandit Racing.

Cooper Racing Auto Products.

Alan’s Spares.

Precise Gear.

Eardly Signs.
Weldspray Engineering.

Also a special thank you to all who donated a prize for the raffle and to Samantha Wallace and Heather McMullen who looked after race control all weekend, and to Trudi Finch and Marty Finch who kept us well fed and watered in the canteen and finally all the Liskeard club members.

Support for the meeting came from the hot rods. [image: image1.wmf]
